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painful situation for Sally, who had reciprocated his devotion,
but, being a temperate, high-minded girl, the worthy daughter
of her mother, she accepted the inevitable with fortitude and
smiles, and, continuing to keep the fact of Lawrence's original
courtship of her as much a secret from all but Mrs. Siddons
and Maria as, up to the present, it was, she stood aside, while
Lawrence pressed upon all concerned his zeal to become the
affianced of her younger sister. It was in the nature of things
that he should have his way, and, by the commencement of
1798, the engagement was sanctioned, though there were serious
objections, chief among them Maria's fragility of constitution.
Already, a doctor had breathed the word, consumption, as
being a menace, but the family, like other families similarly
threatened, had every hope that her ' youth, and the unremitting
attention paid her' would conquer. Up to this time, Maria
seems to have been less frequently troubled with illness than
her elder sister, for Sally was subject to spasmodic asthma,
and rarely free, for more than three weeks at a time, from a
prostrating attack of it.

The family, as a family, was more or less pulmonary. John
Kemble was badly troubled with asthma, and Sally and Maria's
brother, Henry, eventually died of phthisis.

Maria had short joy of her contract. Before six weeks
were out, Lawrence made it known to her, her mother, and
Sally that, in spite of his former recantation, he loved Sally,
and Sally alone. Perhaps, it was never the individual that
swayed him, but the type. At any rate, this was his final
return. Whether Maria had proved more trivial, and, there-
fore, less lovable, than Sally, or whether her rapidly developing
malady (which had begun to necessitate, according to the
coddling doctrine of the day, confinement to the house during
the winter) rendered her exacting and unamusing, one cannot
know.

Decorum made it impossible for Sally to give her definite,
overt consent to marry the man who had now played fast and
loose with them both. That she avowedly loved him two
letters she wrote him, presently to be quoted, show.

With an instinctive reaching towards self-justification, she
laid the unction to her soul that Maria's "heart could never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